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What we will cover today

What has changed.

What are we proposing.

What this would mean in practice: registration.

What this would mean in practice: monitoring of registered 
providers.



Why this is important

Student 
investment

Minimum 
expectations for 

all

Protecting 
reputation of 

English higher 
education

Taxpayer 
interest



What has changed

Indicators Setting 
thresholds Assessment

Context



Proposals

Construct indicators

Set an absolute numerical threshold for each indicator

Publish data to show the performance of all providers

Prioritise which providers will be assessed each year

Assess a provider’s performance against each numerical threshold

Use enforcement powers where we find a breach



Setting minimum numerical thresholds

Positive outcomes Minimum requirements

Context Policy objectives







Question and 
answers



What would this 
mean in practice
Registration



Overview of process

Does the condition apply?

Are there points below a numerical threshold?

What does the OfS know about a provider?

Engagement with provider.

Decision making.



Which points would be below a threshold

Above threshold
• If the point estimate is above the numerical threshold

Below threshold
• If the point estimate is below the numerical threshold and 

we have very strong statistical evidence that a provider’s 
underlying performance is below the numerical threshold.









What this means in practice: registration

Does the condition apply?

Are there points below a numerical threshold?

What does the OfS know about a provider?

Engagement with provider.

Decision making.



Question and 
answers



What would this 
mean in practice
Monitoring



What this means in practice: monitoring

Annual publication of data

Prioritise cases

Engagement

Decision making

Interventions and sanctions



Prioritising cases

Number of students
Distance from threshold
Course characteristics
Student characteristics
Random selection



What this means in practice: monitoring

Annual publication of data

Prioritise cases

Engagement

Decision making

Interventions and sanctions



Considering context

• Benchmark values 
• Factors outside a provider’s control
• Particular course or profession attributes

Historical 
performance

• Is the course still running. 
• Actions a provider has already taken to 

improve its performance. 
• Provider’s plans to improve its performance. 

Provider 
actions



What this means in practice: monitoring

Annual publication of data

Prioritise cases

Engagement

Decision making

Interventions and sanctions



The regulatory interventions

Deregistration

Vary / revoke 
authorisation 

for degree 
awarding 
powers

SuspensionMonetary 
penalty

Specific 
ongoing 
condition



Proposed timeline

Decision

June

Publish guidance

July

Publish data

September

Assess and engage

October

Provisional decisions

November

Final decisions

Early 2023



Question and 
answers



Event feedback
We appreciate all feedback about our 
events. If you agreed to be contacted for 
this purpose you will receive a survey by 
email. Alternatively please send comments 
to events@officeforstudents.org.uk



Thank you for listening
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